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TO THE 
Ricurt HonouraslLe, 


CHRISTOPHER Lord HATTON, 
0 BRIAN Lodd CULLEN; 


The WORSHIPFUL, 


HARVET EKINS, Ek; 
High Sheriff of the County of Northampton ; 


And the Right Worſhipfull, 
Sir FOHN EDGERTON, Bart 


Foreman , with the Reſt of the Baronetts, 
Knights and Gentlemen of the Grand Inqueſt, 


for the Aſſizes holden at Northampton, 
March 3o't® 168 2. 


Right Honourable, and Much Honoured, 
F it might be a competent Atonement for my In- 
flexible Diſobedience to your quſt Commands, 1 
am not only willing to acknowledge my Fault, but 
I have here publiſht my Diſcourſe to evidence my 


Repentance. 
I no ſooner, indeed, return'd from my Attendance. upon 


A's your 


I | 
your Honourable Aſſembly, but ſhameful Refleftions upon 
my Rudeneſs, dozg'd me to my Home. 


"Tis true, your inimitable Indulgence allowed me to 
Capitulate, when TI ſhould have Obey'd : And 1 had 
leave to Trye my Diſcourſe by the Judgement of the 
Right Reverend Biſhop of Oxford ( an Ordeal I well 
hoped would have burnt it :Y) But tho I have ſome 
Yegrs lived upon the Exceſſes of his Charity, and have 
ben furprized with Inſtances of his Favour, too great 
for any thing but Heaven to recompence , yet now I 
found a Cenſure I did nat look for; I found, He 
had too high an Opinion of your Judgements, to ſuf 
fer or allow me, even to ſeem to diſtruſt them. Ard 
now , 
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My Lords, and you Right Worſhipfuil, 


Prompted by the Patronaze of jo much Pity as Mor- 
talty can pretend to ( for ſuch is his ) and aftuated by 
ſo great a ſence of Duty, as I am capavle of conceiving, 
the neceſſity of my begging your Protection is doubly ſu- 
perſeded. TI will be bold therefore to prt this Print mto 

hands, meerly with that defign, with which "twas 
diftated to your Ears ; only to Inform, Convince, or. to 4 - 
Confirm. T he Argument ( I hope?) will defend it ſelf, ſ 
whatever Enemies it may meet to oppoſe it ; That it will 
out an 11d none, 1 am not ſo fond to imagine, having already 
perperrar, heard the Eccho of their Calumnies ; ( omplements peculiar 
c@m de ralibus X "Ke 
deve audiam? fO ſome men, * whoſe kind Reſertments of an Honeſt 
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Diſcourſe : are cnough to blaſt its deſerved Reputas 


tion, 


There is a. Praiſe which ſheds a diſgrace, a villa- 
nous Commendation, that runes the Credit it offers to 
ſupport ; as an Encommm upon Religion given by an. 
Atheiſt, is a miſchievous Satyr agamſt all Virtue. 


IiTerefore, as T can ſcorn their Flattery, ſo can I bid-+ 
defiance to their Envy ; having the Felicity of a Fore- 
head of Flint to obyiate thoſe of Braſs. But, ſince the 
Reverence I had for Truth, and: the Awfull regard it 
influenc't me with, in the. compoſmg and ſpeaking this 
Sermon, as alſo the Deference made to it by that Hy- 
nourable and Reverend Aſſembly it was ſpoken to: Since 
T have found all theſe too thm a ſhield to defend either 


my ſelf or it, I will here offer at a juſtification of both. 


My- deſign (it's ſaid ) was my own Prefernient, not 
charitable Edification, nor the Glory-of God : My Mat- 
ter. and Managery too. intolerable to &ndure the. Hear + 


IO" 
PIT. 


As to the Fiſt, tho | have ever been a Diſjenter 
from the . T otmg World, and thought ſuch Shrines too 
poor for ſuch a Sacrifice as my Conſcience, yet T have 

| | a Mi 
1:3. provocation . to urvade the Honour of the Almighty 
with them, by ſearching ( to. fi: out the Hyporrifie of )_ 
their Hearts. . 


But. 


But however, T am glad to hear, that they grow Jeas 
lous, Religious Loyalty has ſuch Encouragement ; jor *tis 


not long ſince, things lookt as if T hat Virtue had been 
the wrong way to promotion. And had not the Star that 


+ Or rather Setting ; For 
we that are on this fide the 
Line, can behold the Sun in 
fach a Poſition onely, as 
that irs Riſing and Motion 
is from our Left to the 
Right Hand ; But the Me- 
dal ſhews ir 1o, as paſt che 
Meridian, and in its De- 
clenfion. From whence [ 
collet, That either this 
Planer of the Gravers was 
to be ſuppoſed to be of au 
Irregular motion, and un- 
heavenly, or 'cwas delign'd 
for a ' vet Plantation 
under or beyond the Line, 
where it might be imagin- 
ed Riſing, and fo Adored, 
(as Carolina or thoſe parts 
of the World; ) or <lle 
the Almighty was fo con- 
cerned at the Carvers Blal- 
phemy, that he thought fir 
to over-rule the Project, 
and make the Frame it (elf 
By Prognoſtick of the Idols 
all. 


diretted me been mn Heaven, there was 
a Sun newly F Riſen, whoſe Votary 1 
might have been, with greater aſſurance 
of a Popular Reputation : | mean that Idol 
lately out in Plate; which preſents you 
with a Sun treaking out of a Cloud ( ſup- 
poſe ut a Cloud of Guit;) and a mazr- 
mfcent City under it, beneath which you 
read , Latamur, as if their Dwellv'gs 
had been but Truumphal Arches Eretted 
to the Honour of the Malevolent Planet, 
and the very Fonndations of their Houſes 
joyfully affefted with the Reappearance of 
thew Guardian Dety. Now if this Com- 
ment be Analogous to the Text, then is 
it poſſible for the Metropolis of the Land, 
to Honour the Genius of a profligate Res 
bel, more than they Revere tle Lord or 
his Anomted. And « onſequently the like. 
lier Do*trine to have got Preferment, had 
been the Reverſe of this | have bere 


publiſht. Theſe Samaritan perjur'd Tribes ſhould have 
had my Juſtifu ation , and the V llany [ cenſure, ſhould 
h.:ve been celebrated by my praiſe, 


As 


— Wm. 


As to the Matter 1 delivered, here it is, and more; 
for 1 was ſo ſtriftly caution'd againſt a tedious Dij- 
courſe, that 1 omitted ſome few Periods, which T have 
| here ſupplyed ; but not a Tittle of that 1 heard objett- 
ed to, by my Audience. Tf there be any Errour, it is 
not malicious ; and therefore, as 1 will gratefully reſent 
Conviftion, ſo by the Charter of Humane Society, 1 will 
_ demand a Pardon. The Truth ts, the Enemies I have 
] known to ſpeak againſt this, or the laſt Diſcourſe 1 de- 
livered in the ſame place, upon the ſame Occaſion , are 
ſuch as are deſperately guilty, or men that ſhew you 
Heads ( like thoſe upon Clipt Money ) without Letters. 


Tf Nor can I conceive there are any ſo lewd, as to 
, Remonſtrate againſt what 1 have bere ſaid concerning 
1 Perjury by a Covenant of Aſſociation; but ſuch as have 
been diſciplin'd under the Pedagogy of the Delphick 
Devil, and therefore are never to be reclaimed by any 
Diftates from the Oracles of God. Wherefore, as Con- 

| ſtantine once ® ſaid to Aceſtus, the Heretick, Quzre * Sr: lib. x, 


tibi Scalam, & ad Calum folus aſcende ; /o muſt '* 
I declare, That be the Advocates of Perjury and Rebel- 

| lion what they will, 1 would not be m Heaven in their 

S, Company, except thoſe Impicties were Repented and For- 


given, And now, | 


| My Lords, &c. 
If 1 have not more treſpaſs'd upon your Honours by 
an 


I! an wmeceſſary Vindication, than T did when T delivered 


the enſuns Diſcourſe, I am happy above Diſturbance. 
Your acceptance of all I have done, I am leath to que- 
ſtion ; and your Experienc'd Goodneſs prompts me further 


to begs, I may be Reputed, 


Right Honourable, 


Right Worſhipfull, 
AND 
Much Honoured, 


Yours m the Hum! leſt 


And moſt Faithful 
Obedience, 


John Knight. 


HOS. 10. the former part of Verf. 4. 
They have ſpoken Words, Swearing falſely in 


making 4 Covenant. 


T were a diſingenuous Reflection upon the Pro- 
vidence of God, to bewail our Lot, becauſe 
tis fallen in an Age which ſeems to Anſwer 
the ® Characters of the laſt. 

FOR I rakeit to be as utterly. unaccountable, as 
that the hindmoſt Veſſel ſhould envy that which out- 
went her, though her Pilot was thereby warn'd 
of that Rock upon which the foremoſt Split. 

[ F therefore the Malignity and Calamity of ſuc- 
ceeding Times, be really greater than of thole we 
have overpaſt, let it be imputed only to their Ini- 
quity and Folly, who by copying our the Miſcar- 
riages of their Anceſtors, Provoke God to make their 
Lives ſomewhat more than the Tranſcript of their 
Mlileries. 

FOR tho 't had never been told us, that old Oc- 
currences ( the Sins I mean of the Ages paſt, and the 
dircful Iſſues of them ) were written for our Cau- 
tion ; yet being -regilter'd, what can they be rec- 
koned, but as ſo many Appeals to our Conlcien- 
CCS, 


2 Tun. 3. 1. 
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C2] 
ces, that we ſhould Improve them to our Safety ? 

'T1S true indeed, that Corruption is propagated 
to Poſterity, nor is it more natural to Plant qur Spe- 
cics, than to derive upon them the degeneracy of 
our Natures; But why that ( like a River ) ſhould 
{well bigger ſtill the Mis it runs from its Spring- 
head, is a Paradox which though now our Won - 
der, will be at laſt our Confuſion. 

FOR th we carry about us the ſeeds of our Pa- 
rents Sins, yet are we furniſhe with the Annals of 
their Sufterings : It Traduftion conveys their Luſts 
ro us, yet Tradition Informs us of their Plagues too ; 
and by this means, though their Concupilcences are 
entail 'd, yet 'tis our Priviledge to hear of the Judg- 
ments they Provoked, that what was the matter of 
cheir miſery, might be a Motive to our Amendment. 

AND indeed, In all Arts and Profeſſions ( ſave 
that of an Holy and a Vertuous Life) we are ſel- 
dom arrived to a Sagacity to diſcover, but we be- 
come careful to Correct the Faults of others. 

ONELY Errors of Conſcience prevail by Cu- 
ſtome, and plead Preſcription. The Vices onely 
and Immoralities of our Progenitors we Exemplike, 
their Sins and Failings we Study to Improve, and as 
if our Intereſt confilted in keeping up Antipathies 
to Vertue, we Emulate nothing but to grow worle 
and worle. 

NOR is this the Perverſenels oncly of a few; 
Alas ! It's Epidemical, and the Contagion's Po- 
pular. 

TEE 


L313 z 
THE little forſaken Tribe, that dares be Ho- 
neſt, can ſcarce amount to an exception againlt 
the degenerous Univerſality. | 
BUT of all Societies, Immanuel's Land ( the 1/- 
rael of God ) yields the ſaddeſt Contemplation. 
THAT a People who were Priviledged with 
the Conduct of the wileft Laws, with the peculiar 
Patronage of a Gracious God, ſhould yet have every 
one a Luſtful Genius, ro whole Government alone 
they would ſhew true Allegiance ! what RefleQion 
can equally with this amaze us? It gives a Temprati- 
on to revive that old Hereſte, that Iniquity thrives by 
the fatality of a poſitive Decree; and Marcion's Blal- 
phemy ( T hat a Cruel Onmipotence, a Diabolical God, 
has a peculiar Province, ) ſeems to challenge a Cano- 
nucal Veneration. 
AND how harſh ſoever this charge may found, 
yet want [ no Inſtancesto make good the Plea. 
LE T Iſrael be one (the ten "Tribes eſpecially,) 
who tho they were a People on whom Gods Holy 
Name was callPd, favoured at that time above all 
the Sons of men, ( Judah alone excepted ) yer a- 
gainſt all the Allurementsof Divine Love, the Mer- 
cy of Divine Long-ſuftering, the Memory of Di- 
vine Vengeance executed upon their Fathers, and 
againſt all fear of ir threatned to themſelves, did 
their Iniquities ſtill abound : in fhorr, as tf they re- 
folved to vie Miracles with Omnipotence ; Their 
Stupendious Guilt, with his Aſtoniſhing Good- 
nes. They were no ſooner delivered from diſtreſs 
| B 2 by 


[4] 
by the true God, but they make their Acknowledg- 
ments and Offerings to falle ones; according to the 
encreaſe of their Fruits, ( v. 1.) they multiplied their 
Altars and their Gods too ; and that they might effe- 
ctually make themſelves the loarh'd Objects of Al- 
mighty Wrath, and of Pagans Scorn, they repeat- 
ed their Apoſtacies as oft as they renewed their 
Vows cither with God or man, which is that Abo- 
mination of which the Prophet here Impleads them, 
T hey have ſpoken words, Swearing falſely in making a 
Covenant. — 

FROM which words, had I time, I might raiſe 
Diſcourſes of very different Deſigns : I could take 
occaſion to Treat of Oaths, their Religion, their 
Nature, Lawfulneſs, Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity : I 
could read a Lecture alſo upon Perjury, ſhew its 
Agoravations, how many ways it may be Com- 
mitted, and the horrid Conlequences that attend 
its Guilt. 

BUT I hope to find my lelt better Employ- 
ment, than to haunt our Hereticks with the Truth 
they fly from. ; 

THO perhaps it were time well ſpent too, to 
Vindicate the Lawfulneſs, and prove the Necefſlity 
of an Oath; a Diſcourſe that. does it, Arraigns an 
Herd thats grown formidable to the Government, 
| mean the Anarchical Anabaptiſts, and thoſe other 
Monſters engendred by them; a People that thrive 
and grow warm by an odd Antiperiftaſis, even by 
the coldneſs of the Magiſtracy that Lives about 
them ; 


<I 
them : for if Flattery and Fair words are Arts moſt 
uled when Fears are juſt, I have reaſon to think 


thote Wretches-are grown a Terror to our Coun- 


cils, and our State ; or they who have loſt the Civt 


liry of Men, and abandor'd the Chriſtian Name and - 
Thing, would not have been Complemented un- 


der the Style of Proteſtants : ButlI forbear ; nor, 

2. SHALL I ſtay to cenſure all thoſe Oaths 
that fill the Air with Vapour, and the Land with 
Atheiſm ; the Vanity and Debauchery of which 
Swearing, tho void of Perjury, ( which is F im- 
poſſible ) does yer reach the Guile owt ; for the 
Difference can't: be great berween Invoking God to 
atteſt our Lye, or Patronize our Hypocriſie, and 
that Inſolent contempt of his Sacred Name, which 
{hould- never- be mentioned - without Reverence 
and Dread. 

T H [S 1s that Daabetica Paſſw, by which the Spi- 
rit of Piety is inſen{ibly exhauſted, under which 
Religion Languiſhes ; thar levelling Vice that makes 
every Peaſant a Perſon of Quality, for whole Cure 
( tho I know its Simptomes, yet ) I yield my -.e!t 
an Incompetent Phyſitian ; and ſhall theretore pals 
by that too, and come to Treat of the words ac- 
cording, to their ſtricteſt lence and beſt Conſtruction. 

W HICH what it is, I have with care tearchr 
after, and from the diſquilition which I have taich- 
fully made, I will humbly ofer you this. follow- 
ing Conjecture, wherein. I expect to have - more 
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Followers than Leaders, being conſtrain'd' by the - 


force. .: 


T Hoſca 1. I. 
F 2 Kings 14. 
I5, 16. ch, 


* Glaſſes dt 
verbo canon. 45, 


[6] 
force of Reaſon to follow throughly no one of 
my Commentators. | 

WHEREFORE as I will freely acknow- 
ledge wherein I agree, lo I hope to ſhew caule 
why I venture to diſlenr. 

AND ( Firſt ) That the time which the Pro- 
phert points at when this Covenant was made, was 
in the concluſion of their laſt Kings Reign, is ge- 
nerally allowed ; for tho Hoſea the Prophet lived 
in the dayes of * Jeroboam the Son of Joaſh, be- 
tween whom and their laſt King Hoſhea, there were 
| five, yet is it a warrantable Licenſe to Prophe- 
fie of things to come in the Preter-Tenſe, 0b Eviz 
dentiam C certitudinem ſummam. ( * Glaſſius. ) 

2. THAT this Covenant was a Political one, 
is agreed on by the molt; I am ſure by the ( Re- 
puted ) beſt Commentators upon the place : Bur 
with whom it was made, their Conjectures difter. 

FOR there are thole who ſuppoſe the Prophet 
Taxt Ijrael of Perjury, when they refuſed to pay 
Homage to the Aſſyrian King, after he had long 
claim'd and received it ; the Story to which this 
reterrs, is 2 Kings 17. Bur this conceit is not on- 
ly ſpoyl'd by the ſilence of that Narrative in the 
2 Kings, ( forequoted ) which ſayes nothing of 1/ra- 


els making a Covenant with Shalmaneſer the Aſſyrian . 
as allo by the Verle foregoing my "Text, ( asI ſhall 
{hew anon ) but by the expreſſion of the Text it (elf : 
For, they could not be Impleaded fo properly of Per- 


jury for the making, as for the breaking of a Co- 


Vcnanrc 
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venant made ; except this Covenant was a Renun- 
ciatory Inſtrument of their old Fidelity ; but this 
appears not : For we are no where told the Peo- 
ple of 1/rael had {worn any to the Aſſyrian ; and 
if they had, yet the making a Covenant with 
him afcer, and againſt their firſt Oath, is Nonlſence 
ro ſuppoſe ; for how unlikely is it, that he ( the 
Aſſyrian ) ſhould be a party with Iſrael in a Cove- 
nant againſt himlſelt ? If it be urged that their Swear- 
ing falſely conſilted in their making a Covenant 
with Shalmaneſer, while they had yer a King of their 
own, and ſo that Covenant was Perjurious, being 


a breach of their Fidelity ro Hoſhea : To this we Re-. 


ply as before, that the Textis filent, and the Opi- 
nion is inconſiſtent with the Story, ( in the 2 Kings ) 
and with the Context in this Propheſie ; for this 
Covenant provoked a Judgment, of which the F 4 
ſyrian was the dreadtul Exccutioner, and he might 
have ſpared his Siege, had they taken this courſe 
to teſtthe their Subjection. 

"TIS true, the Text may be ( as it often is ) 
Implicit, and the breaking of a Covenant might 
be ſuppoled, but where the ſence does not of ne- 
ceſſity require to be ſupplyed, I take it to be 
jafeft to be ruled by the Letter. Hoſhea indeed be- 
came the * Servant of Shalmanefer, and paid him 
Tribute, which at laſt he withheld ; but I cannot 
find that Tſracl either was under Covenant with him, 
or. could be acculed of Perjury for their Kings Con- 


(piracy. Burt, 


2< I HERE 
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F Ver. 5,6, 7. 


of this Ch, 
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[8] 
2. THERE are others ( among whom ſtand 

Grotius) who Imagine this Covenant was made with 

their own King, and afterwards was treacheroully 

broken; but neither to this can I aflent : for but 

juſt betore ( v. 3.) the Prophet tells us that Hoſhea 

| | was the object of the Kingdoms Scorn ; nay, by 
F 


being under Tribute to the Aſſyrian, his Subjects 
ave out his Regal Juriidiftion cealed ; For now they 
| + Theſe wars all ſay, We have no King, (T becauſe we feared not the . 
| them. Engliſh [ord ) what then ſhould a King do to us ? Their Lan- 
18] guage was, Non curamus Oſee Imperia. ( Grot.) Sumus 
perinde ac fi Regem non haberemus. (Druſtus & Au.) 
So that to make a Covenant with a King, of pay- 
ing Homage and Duty to him, after they had vi- 
lined him like a Pupper, is ſcarce to be Imagin'd 
of ſuch a mutinous lawcy People, as once had 
flighted the Government of their God. Moreover, 
I cannot conceive how natural Liege men ſhould 
break their Faith by making a Covenant with their 
natural Liege Lord; for a Covenant ſo made muſt 
be ſuppoſed to corroborate, not to violate their 
Fidelity. 
THESE then being hitherto. the two current 
Opinions upon the place, and forthe Reaſons given 
neither being now paſſable, I come ( Right Honourable 
and Reverend ! ) to {luggelt my own, and 'tis this. 
THAT the Covenant here meant, was the ve- 
ry thing which according to the Style of our dayes 
mult be call'd an Aſſociation ; which to Evince, I hum- 


bly ofer you this bricf Paraphraſle. 


THAT 


- ———e— — I A Rn — —— 


| Grotius oblerves; but we have now. no way to 


C9] 
_ THAT Iſrael was divided, is evident from the 


Context, and one part ſiding with their King, in 
giving Countenance and Toleration to the Wor- 
{hip of God, ( and *rwas no.more ;) the other {tuck 
faſt to their Idolatrous Imaginations, and the Rent 
being made thus, firſt for Religion, ic became im- 
poſiible to be united in their political Aﬀairs. The 
Aſſyrian took the Cue, improved the occaſion, and 
no ſooner came up, but Hoſhea became his Servant ; 
whereupon the Factious Band quickly withdrew 
their Tribute from Hoſhea; We have no King, ( lay 
they ;) He we had can neither Protect - nor Harm 
us ; there are enough of us to diſown his Prero- 
gative with Impunity, for in his preſent circum- 
ſtances, What can he do unto us ? y. J. 


'TIS true, wearc by nature, and we have by 
Gath bound our ſelves unto Allegiance, ( * Mti mo- * Grit. in Loc. 
ris erat ;) a thing of ancient cultom among us, as 


prove, but to enter upon a ſolemn Covenant of 
Atlociation, Swearing to one another our mutual 
aſhiſtance, for our mutual detence, and vowing to 
aſſerc our Rights and Liberties, in defiance to the 
Prerogative ot our pageant King, as well as to the 
Title of the Aſſyrian Ulurper. 


IN this deſperate Pinch,the poor King was forc'd 
C to . 


[10] 


to take deſperate meaſures ; He therefore ſent to the 


+: Ring: 17.4 | Egyptian Monarch to olicit his Allyance ; for be- 


» Her. is Loc. 


ing denyed the Tribute of his Subjects, he could 
not make good the Payment to the Aſſyrian ; which 
when Shalmaneſer had plainly Dilcovered, he pre- 
{ently ſhut up Hoſhea in Priſon, and brought Sa- 
maria into a {treight Captivity. 


THUS upon comparing this of the Prophet 
with that Hiſtorical Narrative in the 2 Kmgs, no __ 
other ſence can I make than thison't; and I only 
humbly beg that this might prevail, till ſome bo- 
dy offers a better to ſupplant it ; which I cannot 
fear, lince the Septuagint Verſion ſeems allo to fa- 
vour me : For whereas we lay, T hey have ſpoken 
words, Swearing falſely ; they thus, M-adv finale rerpdous 
The Prophet ( they found ) had cenſured 
their Traiterous Covenant, and they pur it off with 
a lying pretence, and a falle excuſe, which * St. Je- 
rom Imagines to be this, viz, They Pleaded for them- 
ielves, that what between their own Kings wants, 
and the Uſurpers demands, ( thole dwa majorum Im- 
peria, ) they were forc't to ingage in a editious 
Aflociation. 


Avis * 


THE words thus opencd, and their genuine 
Import I am perlwaded given ; I pals on to pro- 
lecure my further deſign, purſuant to which I {hall 
hold my telt accountable tor thele three things. 


d LF 
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1. TO demonſtrate that no Leagues, Cove- 
nants or Models of Aſſociations can be made or 
contrived by Subjects among themſelves, ſuble- 
quent to their Oaths of Fidelity to their King, 
and intrenching upon his prerogative Rights, wwith- 
out flagitious Perjury ; yea whether they have ſworn 
Fealty or no, they cannot (o Aſſociate without traite- 
rous Sedition. 


2. I ſhall clearly ſtate, and as clearly reply to 
all thoſe pretences that Subje&ts may make to ex- 
cule their Perjury. 


3. I ſhall enquire into the preparatory Qualifi- 
cations which adapt men to, as alſo the Iflue of 
this ſort of Perjury, eſpecially which conſiſts in the 
violation of Fidelity to the King, and the Obſer- 
vations I ſhall make hereupon, ſhall be ſuch as the 
Context does ſuggeſt; and my plainneſs herein 
ſhall ſuperſede my neceſſity of becoming your Mo- 
nitor by a particular Application : For though Sa- 
maria be the Scene, and T1ſrae! the Actors in that 
impious horrid Plot which I am now to cenſure, 
yet my Animadverſions may with eale be extend- 
ed to reach all Conſpiracies of like complexion : 
Of theſe in their order, with that brevity that may 
beſpeak my regard to your Patience, and your Bu- 
ſineſs. | 

C2 1, FOR 
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t. FOR the Firſt, in which Propoſition there 
are two things I may be urged "A explain. 


1. WHAT Imean by Leagues or Covenants. 
(2.) What by Prerogative Rights of the Crown, 
or King. 


BY a Covenantthen I mean, a plighting of our 
Fidelity to another in that particular, which is the 
obje& marter of our Covenant; and this may be 
done, ( 1.) By ſimple Promile, as if a body of 
men ſhould gather together, and ſtipulate their 
word and cruth for the defence and afliſtance of 
another or others, with their Lives and Fortnnes. 
Or ( 2.) By an Adjuration added to the Promiſe, 
ie. by the Ch Intervention of an Oath, which 
makes God a party, and calls him to atteſt the In- 
tegrity of the Promile : now either of thele wayes 
a Covenant made by Subjects among themlelves, 
for mutual defence, excluſive of, or repugnant to 
that Intereſt the Magiſtrate has in them, becomes 
perjurious.. 


2. AS for what I mean by the Prerogative 
Rights of the Crown, our Laws ( both of Nature 
and of the Land ) Inform us, and the conſtant 
Claims and Cuſtoms of the Kings of 1/rael, would 
lifter none to be Ignorant of what theirs were : 

In. 


—  —— a - _ - _ 
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In ſhort, I mean the Homage of our Perſons, and 
the Tribute of our Eftates according to the pro- 
portions which the Laws allott, and the eminent 
exigencies of the Government do require, of which 
the Magiſtrate is the proper Judge. Thele things 
premisd, EF thus ratite my Poſition, viz, That a 
Covenant among Subjects, made to the prejudice 
of thoſe Rights of the Crown, does Ipſo fatto make 
them Perjured. 


1. BECAUSE their Oath of Fidelity to the 
King, by which they were preingaged, is viola- 
ted and broken; for the formality of Perjury con- _ 
ſiſting in the J Breach of an Oath; by ſoch 4 dag 
Covenant or Aſſociation, that Oath of Fidelity is gg. vow 
actually broken, and conſequently the Covenant- Tir. Ignorar- 
ing perlons Perjured : For that Oath of Fidelity to the rio. 
King being plainly promiſlory,we call God to witneſs 


thele two things : 


1. THAT art the ſame rime we ſwear, we 
do intend to perform all that we ſwear to do, 
or ( which is the ſame thing ) we deſign to hold. 
our ſelves obliged conſcientiouſly and religioully 
to do all that we then engage for ; fo- thar' 'tis 
neceſſary, ( in order to the taking that Oath 
in Truth ) that our words do agrce with our 


Thoughts. 
2. THAT 
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2 THAT we will to our uttermoſt endea- 
* And what ir VOUr for the future to fulfill * what we engaged 
(ee. tipon Oath for ; and this Obligation is only dil- 
_— charged, when our Deeds are _ and a- 


greeable to our words. By the firſt we hold our 
lelves bound to promile all chat we intend, and 
all that we clearly profels : by the ſecond we 
hold our ſelves obliged, to do all that upon Oath 
we promiled : According to that of Moſes, Numd. 
30. 2. If a man Swear an Oath to bind his Soul 
with a Bond, he ſhall not break his word, but he 
ſhall do according to all that proceedeth out of bis 
Mouth, 


BUT now this promiſſory Oath mult be aRu- 
ally bzoken, when we make a Covenant contrary 
ro the Matter, and counter to the Ends on't. [1 
cannot Covenant to disband or diſpatch thoſe Guards 
that Law has made neceſſary, and Neceſſity has 
made lawful tor the defence of the Crown, after 
I have Sworn to aflifſt the King to my power, 
and give him always the defence of my o vn Arms. 
My firſt Obligation was undoubredly Religious, 
and to all lawtul purpoles eternally Irrevocable : 
Religious ( I lay ) and Irrevocable, becauſe in 
Swearing I Invocate God as a Winels to Atteſt 
my Truth, and as a Judge to Revenge my Falle- 
hood, by which means nothing but Revelation 
can 


[45] 
can diſſolve the Bond ; yea the Oath muſt prevail 
againſt Gods Precepts, when they are not Moral, 
and our oblervance of that can warrantably ſu- 
periſede our Obedience to thele ; and of this F Jo- f 72s. 
ſhua's League with the Men of Gibeon is an In- 
ſtance unqueſtionable; for tho he had a * Com- +v. :4. 
mand from God to root out them as well as the | 
reſt of the Inhabitants of the Land ; yer having 
Sworn to Spare them, ( tho his Oath was extort- 
ed by a ſubtile falſe Infinuation from him ) he 
knew his Promile was made to the F Living God, + v. :g. 
and therefore to be kept Inviolate, tho Sworn to 
Men that were Worſhippers of the Devil. 


NOW if the* King of Iſrael had no power of * For was 
Revocation, when he {wore to protect thoſe whom ** © 
God had charged him to deſtroy, yea tho the Gt- 
beonites were not the men he Intended to {wear to; 

How much better was Hoſhea's claim to the de- "ONO: 


tence of his Subjects, which they could not deny Rende to al 
- - . A thiir Dae; as 

him, without perfdious Treachery, tho they had our saviour 
6 : alſo, L« b 

never {worn Allegiance to him ? For, —_yt- 

the things 
7s : , 4 Which be Ce- 
2. THE Oath they made unto the King paſs d ſe", i 6. The 
X " . X ou 

over to him no new Right to their Allegiance, but Homage due 
to him as Ce- 


the Obligation of their Oath was founded upon his [;, (the King) 
C 


- which gives 
Due. All the Homage we Swear to give the King him s rote 


q 1 av ender hi Anrecedenr to 
( or as the Apoltle layes to f Render him) is, and 4n: — 


was his Natural Right, not Founded in, bur de- cauſe King he 
clared Skew. 


OI I—_ 
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clared, and corroborated by the Solemanity of an 
Oath. For otherwiſe, how could he require, and 
exa&t an Oath ? This being a portion ot that "I'rr- 
bute which ratifies his Claim, and doubles the Se- 
curity of his Title to the reſt. Yea, Hence it's ma* 
nifeſt, That he has not only a Right to our Ho- 
mage, but ſuch an One, as makes us from our 
Birth uncapable of making an Engagement to pals 
any on't away. 


WHEREFORE, when the Supream is not 
only in Patto prior, but allo, in Jure Solus, in refe- 
rence to all marters falling under his Prerogatives, 
the very Attempt of the People to defraud him, 
by making thoſe Regalities over to other men, or 
reſerving them to themlelves, is an Incroachment 
upon his Right, and a Violation of their Oath. 


BY the Oath we ſwear to defend his Rights, 
by the Covenant we engage to ſpoyl them. By the 
Laws of Nature, the Jews without an Oath, were 
bound to Aſſiſt Hoſhea, by the Aſſociation they 
vow to Imploy their Wealth and Weapons only 
for themlelves. 


THE Folly of which was as Deſperate and 
Raſh, as it was Flagitious and unjuſt; For if Re 
Mliite, nulla fit Obligatio; It whatever is unlawful is 
held Impoſſible, the Covenant made to the pre- 


judice 
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judice of their Oath, was a Bond only binding to 
F che guilr and puniſhment of Perjury, and of no | 774 i 
force to oblige them to the thing they promiſed, Seneca. = 
For, 


3- 'T W AS Impoſſible the Covenant fo made, 
{ſhould obtain any obligatory force, or be made 
valid by the conlent of the King himſelf. For upon 
ſuppoſition, that Hoſhea (for any perlwaſion) ſhould 
have quitted his Right to the Defence of his Sub- 
jects, and by an open Declaration, have bidden 
them to be onely Faithfull ro one another ; yer this 
had been no Ablolution from their Allegiance, nor 
had it given any vertue to their Federal Afſocia- 
tion; it being not in the Power of the Prince to 
evacuate and -null their Obligation ( by Oath) to 
Allegiance. The Realon of which ſeems to be 
Founded not. only in the Formality of the Oath, 
which makes God concerned in the Bond, and 
therefore muſt he be in the Dilpenlation too; bur 
- allo in the unalterable Laws of Nature, and on 
the poſitive Inſticutions of God : Unalterable (I ſay) 
and no more repealable, than the Jewiſh Corban 
could null the Fathers Right tro the Childs Obedi- 
ence; no more than the Parent can give up 
his parental Juriſdiction, and Licenle his Son in 
an unnatural Rebellion; no more than the Hus- 
band (the Woman's Lord) can ablolve her after 


Marriage from-her Conjugal Duty, and bid her 
| D = . 
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be diſloyal. For (as theſe Relations, ſo) that be- 
tween the Magiſtrate and the Subject, is the Inſti- 
rution of God ; whereby the Soveraign is not only 
Inveſted in a Dignity, but obliged roa Duty, and 
bound to Govern till he has a call from God to 
relinquiſh his Dominion ; and indeed his Preroga- 
tives are inſeperable from his Perſon, and not 
grantable to his Subjects, becaule of their inca- 
pacity allo to receive them. 


THE Lords Anointed cannot Retreat or fink 
from his Office or his Honour, fo as to deyolve 
them on one or more of his natural Subjects, no 
more than his Oyl ( the Emblem of Supremacy ) 
can Subſide or Incorporate with the Liquors un- 
der it. For they were born to Obey, and there- 
fore he can no more make them Supream, than 
Reverſe their Birth, or make that Oath that was 
declarative of their Homage, when broken, to 
be no Perjury. 


WHEREFORE that Treachery or Violence 
which ſtrips the Crown of its Prerogatives, muſt 
be ſuch as maſters Religion and the Laws of God 
roo, fince the King himſelf neither by his Grace 
nor for his Plealure may warrantably put them 
oft. And this holds always true, except the Autho- 
rity be relinquiſht to the next Heir, who is there- 
tore ( I think ) capable of receiving the Regali- 

LES 
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ties, becauſe his Blood and Birth ( beſpeaking him 
ſomewhat more than a Subject ) do naturally 
qualifie him for the ſucceſſive Rule : But in this I 
ſubſcribe ro the Oracles ot the Laws. 


THE Poſition being thus maintain'd, I ſhall 
only ſtay to reflect upon the Sottiſhnels and Ini- 
quity of that zz 255, that Romiſh Dotard, who 
by a kind of a religious Errantry, aſſaults our 
Kingdom, and undertakes to diflolve the Bonds 
both of Oaths and Equity, of Juſtice and Religi- 
on ; and is not this literally to F exalt himſelf above + . Ther. 2.4. 
all that is call'd God ? within whole Omniporence 
ic lyes not to conſecrate the Witchcraft of a Re- 
bel, tro make Perjury to be no Sin, nor the Breach 
of Lawful poſſible Oaths to be no Perjury. Bur 
to ſhew you the weaknels and the wickednels of 
his pretence at once, I will clearly evince 


THAT any Bull or Inſtrument of his, which 
pretends to Abſolve any Engliſh Subject from his 
Oath of Allegiance, is, 


1. VAIN and Impertinent; for if the Rights 
of the Crown are Feudatory to, and juſtly in- 
veſted in him, our Oath of Allegiance to the 
King is actually void, and can paſs no Obliga- 
tion; and if no Obligation, there's no need of 
any ſolemn Abſolution ;- for the Oath it ſelf would 

D 2 bind 
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bind to nothing but Repentance. But if in Juſtice 
L what he claims be yer the Kings, as it is moſt 
E collation? O 


dw Pote- Certainly, ( for whom the admirable ® De Marca 
tum, Og)i . : . . n 

rt &-is an Advocate in this matter ) then his pretences 
6am <1 4 to abſolve from the Oath, which promiles to ren- 
fuifſe ac ſpirits» dex them, 15, 

alem, & jolt- 

dambumanirum 

rerum adnint- 


frei iti 2- IMPIOUS and unnatural, for no power 


demandatam. E: OE . . . ' LE 
demandaren Can take anothers Right wichour Injuſtice, nor can 


Archiep. Par any man Ablolve me of a Debt, the Creditor to 
cor. & Imp. Whom 'tis due, denying to quit his claim. Bur of 
++ 5 this enough, for I have neither time for, nor plea- 
ſure in expoſing the Nakedneſs of ſuch a Com- 
munion, whole Zeal is Crueky, whole Worſhip's 
a Prophanation, and whole Prolelytes are in truth 
the Trophies oft the Churches Fraud or Violence, 
and the wretched Monuments of Apoſtaſie from 
Ds ls Religion. "Tis no Calumny, but this Character 
nhus E-:1, TT Corn, Agripp4, a learned man, and a Friend to 
Scent. cap.s1, JOMe of their very abſurdities, has utterly ſuperſe- 


ded by one much Sharper. 


COME we now 
2. T O examine the pretences that /rael or any 
other People may take up to Countenance theis 
Perjury, 4. e. their entring into a Covenant of Aſ- 
(ociation for mutual defence, againſt, or without 
a regard to their Soveraign ; and here I confels 1 
ought to rank them together, and {heiy them in 


their 


| 


er 
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their united force ; that if poſſible they mighr 
(like their Doctors and Fautors) be valued for their 
Numbers, they being very inconſiderable for their 
Intrinfick worth. 


I am in earneſt, I have feen and examined 
mighty Lahours in Vindication of Anarchy, Le- 
velling, Sedition and Rebellion, (tho thele per- 
haps are not ever their Chriſten-names) and all to- 
gether they make a Miſt thick at ſome diſtance, 
and {eemingly impaſlable, but when you are in't 
it clears up, and there's no Impediment ; but to 
heave twice at a Mole-hill, would give Suſpicion ir 
were weighty : Wherefore ſince this Diſcovery has 
been already my task in this place upon like oc- 
caſion, I will onely touch at no more of that Ar- 

ument than what may be conſidered under my 


thud particular ; which was, 


3. TO inquire into the Original, Progreſs and 
Ifſue of this breaking Fidelity, or this Perjury, by 
a ſupervening Covenant. And becaule the Order 
undoubtedly, as well as the Mind of the Text is 
Sacred, I am not to be perſwaded that theſe 
words have this place in the Prophets reproof with- 
out a myſtery ; for they leem to expreſs that 
conſummate Iniquity, to which the [ſraelites could 
not arrive, without they had advanced by theſe 


four degrees. 


1, BY 
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* Arvyd Hitvon. 
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1. BY Hypocriſie and Diſſimulation, Implyed in 
theſe words, 1/rael 1 an empty Vine, v. 1. Symachus 
his * Verſion, calling it 9am, a Vine luxuriant 
with fruitleſs branches, is fitly accommodated to 
this meaning. For its thoors were as forward, its 
Shade as pleaſant, the Shew it made, as plauſible, 
as well might be. God could not viſit, but the 
were all humbled : In Bonds they mourn, look {ad 
and penitent, but after Redemption they are the 
ſame. When Calamity has Invaded them, they 
have howled, but none of their Cryes are from 
their heart. T hey Return, but not to me, ( ſays God) 
Hoſea 7. 13, 14, 16. They feared God, but no 
more than was conſiſtent with their ſerving Idols. 
All the pains they were at in matters of Reli- 
gion, were only to contrive how to put Ironies 
upon Omniſcience. "Their whole Religion would 
be ſtaked down at any time, to ſerve a Turn or 
a Luſt. Their ſtated Mortifications, and hol 
Severities, were bur direfull Prognoſticks of an af 
ter Riot. Their being Jews (they thought ) was 
enough to bear them out, tho' they were Immo- 
ral below the Heathen: Now when men have 
got this Art; when they can, as the Gmnic ſaid , 
Vertutts ſtragula pudefacere , when Vertue is made 
onely the Midwife to bring Villany to the birth, 
and the Witchcraft of a Rebellious Itch has broughe 
them to this, even to cloath their Devil in the Pro- 


phets 
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phets Mantle, things are fairly a preparing for an 
Aſſociation. For what can men want to ripen all 
their Miſchief, when they have already mockt and 
deipiled their God ? "Turned all his Preceprs, and 
their Piery into Land(chape; as it the Dictates of 
the Sacred Canon had been no more than Di- 
rections to the Painter: And when, after, God 
has dreſs'd, and the Heavens have bedew'd ir, 
their Vine has born nothing but equivocate Fruit ; 
Like the Apples of Sodom, Fair, but Rotten. 


2. ANOT HER Stepby which they advanc'd 
to this form'd Sedition, and Rebellious Covenant , 
was by being an Empty Vine in another ſence ; Dum 
Vitis evacuat Iſraelem, (as a Critick #2 loc.) The 
Prophetick Spirit ( before he thus arraign'd and 
condemn'd Tjrael ) had obſerved a Party among 
them, who ſer up as well for open Debauchery 
and brutiſh Riots, as another that cheriſhr Impi- 
ous Hypocriſie, and a Rebellious one. They were 
ſuch as perhaps loved the King; and to prevent 
all ſuſpicion, that they were no Conlpirators a- 
gainſt rhe Crown, they proclaim'd to the World, 
that they hated Thinking. Bur thele alto carried 
about them the dreadful Symptoms of a publick 
Ruine : For when Loyalty went no further than 
the Health, and a Tavern-hercenels was all their 
Courage ; when all their Spirits were ſuch as Wine 
not Vertue raiſed, the Nakedneſs of the Govern- 


menrc 
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ment was near uncloathing ; It being Impoſſible 


the Fabrick ſhould be ſupported, when the'-Pil- 
lars Reel'd: For ſuch as loved at leaſt the thew 


[p37 On 
hes 


f 


of Religion, mult needs hate and ſcorn them'wha*-- 


openly did diſhonour it, and hence they commence 
into diſtin&t Factions, and each applauding himſelf 
in the Marks ot diſcrimination from the other, 
they all made a 


3- THIRD Advance, fortheir * Hearts were 
divided, and their F Altars multiplyed ; ſome erected 
for Sacrifice to Bacchus, others to ſober Idols. By 
this time the Adminiſtration of the Governmear 
was in the Hands not of Councils but Clubs, 
Plots in one, and Sots in t' other; thele hating 
them as Rebels and Traitors, and they delpiſing 
theſe as Beaſts and Ideots. 


IN ſhort, the whole Nation was reduced to no- 
thing but the miſerable pieces of a broken People, 
who were univerſally Deaf, to all the Charms of 
Honeſty and Reputation ; and how could there 
be hopes that ſuch diſhonourable enterprizes thould 
end in Safety ? 


AND here I cannot omit a Conceit of the 


Comment. is Jewiſh Rabbies, delcribed by ® St. Jerome, who do 


generally Report, that the only Reaion, why the 
Captivity was not brought upon them in the time 


of 


4 


OE. 
.» 


ff of their worſt Kings Reign, but reſerved till "4 
Hoſhea's dayes, the F beſt ot all their Caralogue, + King 17. = «+ * 
..- was this, vi, Thar he was inclined to encou- 
. rage the true Worthip of God, and reſtore 
again the old (tho the long deſpiled) Profefſi- 
on of Religion; but this the People would by 
6 no means Brook, whereupon they divided, & 
ſtatim eum a Rege diſcutit populus vent Interitus. 


BUT be that as it will, in the circumſtan- 
ces the Kingdom then ſtood, it was impoſſi- 
ble to prevent Invaſion : For when one ( and 
that a numerous ) fide, reſolved to Licentiate 
all Religions bur the right; ( making that 'Sa- 
cred thing a Refuge for their Sin, as the Philo- 
lophers did occult Qualities for their Ignorance ) 
and to that end would Court all Hereſtes and 
Factions into their Allyance ; and the other, 
cho Profeſſing well, yer would live a Reproach 
to the Religion they profeſs'd:: in ſuch a poſture 
of Aﬀairs, God will not, and the * Devil can- * math. 12.26. 
not ſupport a Kingdom upon its Legs : For if 
Satan be divided againſt himſelf, how then ſhall his 
Rimgdom ſtand * Whence we may note, that Uni- 
on of Hearts and Judgments muſt be of great 
Importance to the very being of a Chriltian 
Common-wealth, when Chrnlt borrowed an 
Argument to urge it from the ceconomy of the 
Damn'd. 
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WELL, upon this diviſion, they who be- 
fore would ſcarce ventureto ſhew their Teeth, 
did now unmask and make bare their Faces, 
and came openly to Declare 


4. THE Nullity of their King, v. 3. Now 
they ſlall ( or will ) jay, We have no Kg: 
the Pretender is become the Vaſſal of a Fo- 
reigner, and his Title is loſt, which he can- 
not hold, we will therefore regard none of 
his Commands ; he is an Innovator in Religt- 
on, a Betrayer of his Countrey, an Enemy to 
the Publick ; his Title was gotten by Par- 
ricide and Cruelty, and our Allegiance extort- 
ed by Force and Neceſſity ; our Counſels are 
Rejected, our Properties Invaded, our Liberty 
Deſtroyed; and ſhall ſuch a man Reign over 
us ? No, if any, Let it be a King that we 
may truſt, a confhiding man that we may all 
depend on. 


NOW after theſe Pretences made by a 
People prepared to think them valid, tho they 
had been more Abſurd, they forthwith renounce 
all Allegiance to the Prince, and folemnly en- 
gagein a Rebellious Aſſociation. And tho theſe 
were all their Pretences they had then to urge, 
( excepting onely their obltinate Will, which 
was 
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was beyond all Argument, and made all the __ 
other but pretences ) yet thele were enough to BT 
engage the Faction. They had then none —— 
of the Reaſons ready, which have been ſince _ 
in Faſhion. There was then no F State of a Goveram«: e 
Venice or Amſterdam to give a Preſident of De- ta va © 
mocratic Confuſion, or Ariſtocratic Ambition : 939. 2, 
they never pleaded againſt the Divine right of ©: Boyes 


could not play 


Monarchy and Kings, tor they knew they ® beg'd withour their 
one at the Oracle of God ; they knew too thar — pp 
"was for the F Iniquity of a Land that many F©,,mP%y 
were the Governours thereof ; ſo that if there 7. C20; 
had been no Sin in any Nation, no Nation "* __ 
would have had more Governours than "i 
at once Supream, and conſequently Government 

by plurality is not originally from Nature, or 

from God, but from Iniquity and Tranlſgreffi- 

on, and therefore Monarchy is peculiarly Di- 

vine. Again, can I believe Iſrael could remon- 

ſtrate againſt rheir King for Invading of their 

Rights, after they had fo eagerly Solicited they 

might have a King, even againlt all their Pre- 
cautions of the ſeverity of his Rule ; and after 

Samnel had told them what the * Jus Regis was, ! Sm 8. 
what Inviolable Claim and "Tile their King 

had ro them? Can we Imagine they thought 

his different Opinions, his ſtrange Religion, 

would give them Warrant to leize his Throne ; 

that the Violations of his own Engagements 
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eto them, would juſtify their reſiſtance againſt 
him ? No, they knew that if theſe were per- 
ſwaſives to Rebellion, the beſt of Men and 
Kings would be obnoxious to feel their Arms : 
for a Libel upon his Fame, or Jealoulies fo- 
mented by Letters to Friends, weekly Intelli- 
gences, l{editious Courants againſt his Admini- 
{tration, would be enough to Stimulate the 
People into a Rebellion, tho the Prince were 

+ Numb. 15. F a Moſes, a David, orF a God : They knew 

*2 Sam. 15, Obedience followed the Paternity, not the Man, 

+ Sam. 8. -, and that a morole Parent remain'd a Parent, 

i, e, Inveſted ſtill in his Right ro Govern, tho 

his Regiment were Intolerable ; they knew the 

Charter of Subjeftion was not for Liberty bur 

Obedience ; zap 70 pl} neAdCeda Twin Divleeg) mn mus d)Nd 

* Homit, 6. 44 8 (i is Scarcowiy Danze. (* Chryſoſ. ) After this rate, 

Pops. Aiacb- could I deſtroy all the force of thoſe Argu- 

| ments which have been ever ſince obtruded 
upon the World. Ile Inſtance in one more, 
than which I know no Pretence for an Aſlo- 
ciation, more plauſible or more rational, and 
'tis this : that the Laws of Nature countenance it, 
when it ſeems neceary for our {(f-preſervati- 
on. ( Thol behieve this in Samaria had no Foun- 
dation real, there being no mercenary Forces 
about the King to ſtrike a Terror into the 
good People :) Now I would fain ask, whether 
x be a Law of Nature that men ſhould form 


an 


= 


' too weak to maintain it. 
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an unnatural Conſpiracy, onely for fear chcir 1% 
Perſons may be harm'd ? or whether it be more i 
natural for me to go to a Witch for Counlel, 
rather than truſt Omnipotence for my ProteRti- 
on ? whether it be Natures Law that I think 
Ill of my own Head, Conſpire againſt the Breath 
of my Noſtrils, whom I am poſitively forbid 
to Curle, even in my Thought ? Ir is a repeat- 
ed Precept this, of Divine Authority : And if at- 
ter all ic be Natures Law to make me Jealous, 
Envious, Falſe and Treacherous againſt my Pa- 
rent, and my Soveraign, Gods poſitive Laws are a 
contradiction to his Laws of Nature ; reconcile - 
the Blaſphemy then, or abjure the Aflcciation. 


MUCH ſuch another Weapon have I ſeen 
ſharpened for Refiltance, by a Scotch Phliſtine, 
( but no Gyant,) I mean Duchanan, a leading 
Leaguer : he F fayes, the Primitive Chriſtians gm—_ 


ſhe:y'd no Reſiſtance, onely becaule they were 7. Soros, pe: 
50, & 55. | 


OH the Hypocrilie of the great Apoltle of 
the Gentiles, it this were true! yea, which of 
all Gods Precepts either Moral or Evangelical 
could find Obfervance, it they were deligned 
to oblige ſuch onely as were Incapacitated ro |_ 


break them ? 


TwC 

"TIS as if the Prohibition of Adultery had 
been DiRated to the Sick, and violent Aſſaules 
were forbidden only the B:drid and the Cri pple. 
This -indeed gives Indication that their Spirit of 
Enthuſiaſm, is that which worketh in the Chil- 
dren of Dilobedience. This ſhews whart Fathers 
taught theſe men, for none of the Primitive 
ones, but would have Scourged their Blaſphe- 
my ; and for this, let thole who have leiſure 
conſulre the Fa, ' 6h, and -th Homulies of St. Chry- 
ſoſtome to the People of Antioch ; and Tertwlli- 
ans Apo/vgcticks, where they {hall find 'twas not 
Cowardice nor Weaknels, bur Piery and Cou- 
rage engaged them to Subjection : and Tertulli- 
an t:\!s us, that in his dayes the Chriſtian Mar- 
tyrs, were enough ro Conquer all their Tyrants, 
tho they had uled no other Weapons than the 
Stakes they dyed at. 


I N ſhort, {uch Doctrines rifle the Tombs of 
Saints, and rob them of their Crowns of Mar- 
ryrdome, as well as aim art that other Sacriledge 
of Stripping Kings of their Cro:'vns of Honour, 
Nor 1s juch Divinity Icis ablurd than the Ro- 
man Legends; for to reconcile Picty to God, 
with difloyalty to his Miniſters, to Incorporate 
Perjurics and Sedirioas with Authentick Canons, 
is as odd a Conceit as that other Miracle in 
Malquerade, their "Traſubitantiation, 


TO 


— 
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TO conclude, if ſuch Enemies tothe Govern- ©” 

ment had not” ſomewhac more to truſt to beſide 

their Arguments, their Cauſe would vaniſh ; there 

being no fear of a real Tragedy, when the Actors 
and the Inſtruments are all Theatrical. 


FOR neither Reaſon nor Religion give any 
thing away from the Lord to the Servant ; he 
might Rob him of ſomewhat, by denying his 
Obedience, and defending his Guilt by an Aſſo- 
ciation ; but his Dilloyalty muſt preſs him with 
a complicated Guilt, and conlequently Subject 
him under Gods Curſes in Proportion : For as it 
takes riſe in Hypocrifie, Hatred, and unnatural 
Impiety, ſo itends in Ruine, Shame, and Capti- 
vity; and the Rebel Aſſociates are by their Co- 
venant link't only to Mileries Epidemical ; for 
ſayes our Prophet in the laſt Clauſe of this Verle, 
Their Judgment comes up as Hemlock in the Furrows * 
of the Field : Which is ſuch an Iflue of Perjury 
and Sedition we ought to dread, and with all 
Intention of Devotion deprecate, for the fake of 
that Prince of Peace, who ſhed his Blood for us, . 
even Jeſus Chriſt , To whom with God the Father 
of Mercy, and the Holy Ghoſt the Spirit of Concord, . 
be all Honour, &c. q 
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